THURSO COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held in the Caithness Horizons on Tuesday

27th April 2010 at 7pm.

1
Present  
Mr. I. Wright, Mr. B. Beaton, Mr. D. Smith, Mr. R. Earnshaw,

Mr. D. Smith, Mr. G. Ross, Mr. C.B. Johnston, Mr. R. Macleod, Mrs. J. Lipa, Mr. R MacCallum.

Highland Council – Mr. D. Mackay, Mr. R. Mackintosh

Assistant Ward Manager.

Members of Local Groups Mr. M.M. Potts, Mr. S. Macleod,

Mrs. H. Allan.

Members of Press- Mr. I. Grant, Mr. G. Calder.

2.
Apologies
Mrs. G. Arrowsmith, Mr. A.C. Christie, Cllr. Thurso, 



Cllr Rosie.




In the Chair Mr. R. Earnshaw

3.
Speaker
Mr. R. Earnshaw welcomed members to the meeting and

invited Mrs. Jennifer Irvine, Business Gateway Development Officer
 to address the members.
Mrs. Irvine stated Business Gateway’s performance is particularly  important considering the need to offset jobs lost through the rundown of Dounreay. She also advised members the service was free to use in advising on low cost loans to start up businesses as well as discussions with existing business of any size.

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Irvine who then left the meeting.

4. 
Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were read out and 




were approved by Mr. D. Smith and seconded by




Mr. R. Macleod.
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5.
Matters Arising      See Correpondence
6. 
Planning  Report

The Chairman advised members that planning applications



can be viewed on the internet for consultation. 

7.
Financial Report

The Treasurer distributed  an up to date balance sheet.

8.
Community Works




The Community Works Officer reported on various  matters




including the repairs to pot holes in the town and the Co-op

Car Park.    He also stated the Cemetery Staff should be congratulated for the work they carried out on the paths.

Thurso Riverside-  Residents there are delighted with the traffic calming  carried out.  However it has been reported on several occasions that boy racers are driving cars with two wheels on the pavements to avoid the bumps.   There are also complaints from other motorist who feel there are too many speed bumps.
Miller Academy/ Janet Street-  Request for traffic calming 

on going. 

Victoria Walk-  TEC Services to be congratulated  on the work being carried out on the paths, railings etc.  The H.C. Lighting

Department  also  to be congratulated on the Lambeth Walk lighting.

Millbank Road – Swimming Pool-  Concern once again by members that traffic calming should be installed at the crossing  so that school children can access the swimming pool safely.
It is understood the matter is on the minor works list.

Traill Street-  The new parking rules for parking in Traill Street

are enforced from 1st April 2010.

Olrig Street- Gullies -   Letter to be sent to Scotland Transerve

Regarding blocked gulleys.
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Past Flooding in Olrig Street   It is understood the Water Board will not be renewing the drains and the gullies etc.
Letter to be sent to Transport Scotland and Scotland Transerve.

9.  NHS

Consultation: Changing Community Care-  Mr. I. Wright




produced  documents regarding plans for Community Care and 




asked members for input.   The consultation is open until 15th 




June 2010.                   




Age Scotland – M. I. Wright and Mr. W. Beaton attended a 




meeting with Mrs. Jo.Cowan Development Officer North.



further meetings to be arranged in May.

10.Caithness Transport Forum -  Mr. R. Macleod and Mr. C.B. Johnston to attend 


 meeting on 21st May 2010..

11. Reports from Members of local Groups



Thurso in Bloom




Mr. M.M. Potts advised members plans for this year’s flower




baskets were all in hand and it is hoped they will be still in

bloom for the MOD in October.

Thurso Rotary Club -  Work to commence soon on the upgrading at Millbank  play area.

Garden Competition in Thurso- It has been suggested to 

renew the competition for the best kept garden in Thurso. 

The last competition ceased in 2003 and members hope

the local residents will participate this year.  

Thurso Town Improvements

Thurso Gala

Mr. S. Macleod advised Members    that plans were now in 


Position.

Youth Shelter at Beach Road, Thurso-   Awaiting results for
funding.

MOD-   The Group are involved with the preparations for

October.
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Ormlie Community Association-  Mrs. Helen Allan, current

manager informed members of the current projects being carried out.

Young People- 7-17  years- weekly after school looking at their issues and giving children a voice in the community.

Teen Group- Twice weekly including Friday evenings .

Young Mothers Support Group including Castletown area

New Project underway – Job Club

Gap in Provision in Ormlie – Older people -currently looking at that. 
Caithness Energy Project based in Davidson’s Lane – to alleviate Fuel Poverty and reduce Carbon Emissions.

Website for OCA is www.ormlie.org.uk.

12.    Correspondence




Highland Council Archives- As requested all documents



relating to the Thurso Community Council work and finance




have been sent to the Archivist to be held.  



FFNL - AGM to be held in the Waterside Hotel 19 Ness Bank




Inverness on Monday 31st May 2010 at 12.30 am.




Thurso Town Improvements – Youth Shelter Beach Road




Letter of support has been sent.




Sutherland Local Plan -   Reply stating no further

consultation unless relating to railway line.

Caithness MOD  2010   - Agenda for Thurso event on website.
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Thurso Town Centre Regeneration Plan-  Letter to go out to

Prospective stakeholders with copy of suggested plan shortly.

13
AOCB

Change of venue for meetings.   On going.




‘Sarge Macgregor’s Memorial Seat’  Final letter to be sent to 




Mr. G. Gunn regarding removal of materials etc.

14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING TUESDAY 21ST MAY 2010 AT 7PM in the


Caithness Horizons, Thurso.

J.R. Lipa

Secretary.

.

